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We all headed off to South Island Junior Motorcross Champs 

on the 6th August - a beautiful trip when you get to take in the 

view down to Cromwell. 
 

Jayden was going to be racing on a manmade sand track 

something that Cantabrians donôt get much of an opportunity 

to do. 
 

We got to Cromwell and no sooner had we got the bags out 

and Jayden wanted to see the track ï he says you have to walk 

it so you can look at the different lines that you can take. 

Saturday morning up at 5.45am but Jayden had been up since 

5.15 saying ñright letôs go racingò it was a gloomy cold 

morning. 

JAYDEN MOORE  

WINS AGAIN!  

We got to the track and practise was first up with a lot of 

local riders it was going to be interesting? Jayden qualified 

6th fastest and was not happy he felt something was not right 

with his bike, it was then that we realised that the mechanic 

(dad) had put a huge 450cc back tyre on his bike!!!! This 

caused huge issues. 

Luckily this got sorted and a changed tyre and sprocket and 

we were ready for the first race, it was a fantastic race with 

Jayden ending up 3rd with a huge battle out front. 

Then with the first race over and done with Jayden relaxed a 

little as he got used to the feel of the track, there were 2 more 

races on the Saturday and Jayden ended up having 2 wins so 

had a 6 point lead going into Sunday. 

Sunday was beautiful your typical frost for August in 

Cromwell ï really cold!!  
 

Practise was an exciting race as he got to race against Josh 

May (I think the boys forgot that it was just practise but man 

it was great to watch an intense battle) who is a fantastic rider 

in the sand so it set the day up beautifully. 
 

Jayden ended up winning the last two races with a 

comfortable lead and he looked like he was really enjoying 

the track and the jumps. 
 

The weekend ended up with a great result with Jayden 

becoming the Junior South Island Champion for the 15-16yr 

125cc it was definitely well worth the trip.  It was also great 

to see three other local riders from our area finishing in the 

top ten. 
 

Funny thing is that everyone at work says that I have PMS ï 

Proud Mothers Syndrome and they are dead right. 

Trish Moore 
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Church News 
 

St Itaôs Catholic Church -  

Rakaia 
 

Celebration of the Mass (Eucharist)  
Saturday evenings 6.00pm 
 
Morning Prayer of the Church  
with Holy Communion 
St Itaôs Church- Monday to Friday at 9.00am. 
Contact Pat 302 7148 
 
Recitation of the Rosary 
In the church at 5.00pm each Friday. 
 
Scripture Study Group 
There will be scripture reading and discussion of 
the Gospels each 1st and 4th Tuesday of the month, 
at 2.00pm at 108 Bowen St. 
Anyone who would like to join us will be very  
welcome. 
Contact Anne 303 5311 
 

Anglican  Services  ñCome as you areò 
Sunday 6th September 9.30am St Marks, 
Theme: Spring Festival  Rakaia 
Sunday 13th September 9.00am St Johns  
Theme: Spring Festival  Barrhill 
Sunday 27th September 10.30am St James  
    Chertsey 

Theme: Feast of St Michael and All Angels 
Cup of tea to follow these services 
Please bring spring flowers from your garden to 
celebrate spring. 
All Welcome 
Contacts: Sarndra 302 0895 Glenis 302 7003 
Colin 302 1819 Ina 302 7137  
transport Graham 302 7003 
Vicar: Rev Heather Stewart 307 6228 
 

Rakaia Presbyterian Parish  
 

 
Sunday 30th August St Andrews Combined  
10.00am   Churches. Rakaia Cubs 
                     &  Scouts church parade. 
   ñGoing on a Journeyò 
   Offering - Mania O Roto 
   Scouts building fund 
   Morning tea. 
Sunday 6th September St Marks and  
9.30am   St Andrews combined. 
 Welcome to All: 

Dorothy Knight 
Parish Contact 

RED CROSS 
On Monday September 21st, Rakaia Red Cross will 

celebrate  its 70th birthday. At 1.30pm a tree will be planted 

in the arboretum opposite Meads Tearooms, to mark both 

this occasion and also 150 years of International Red Cross. 

A celebratory afternoon tea will be held later in the lounge 

of the fire station. 

  

The Branch cordially invites anyone who has belonged to or 

worked for Red Cross in the past to join present members on 

this day. 

RAKAIA FRIENDSHIP CLUB  
ñMy favourite animalò was the topic of conversation at the 

August 11th Friendship meeting at St. Andrew's Church 

Hall. Cats were the favourite but certainly dogs, horses, pet 

lambs that devoured all sorts of food featured as well. 

Dinner of silverside, vegetables, followed by dessert of fruit, 

trifle and semolina custard was thoroughly enjoyed. 

Afternoon entertainment by Alison's Girls was very 

enjoyable. We relaxed and sang along with the old 

favourites. 

Thank you to all our supporters. 
 

Next Meeting -  

Tuesday 8th September 10.00am 

Theme - "Spring Feelings" What do you like about spring? 

Spring Songs with Alison's Girls. 

St Andews Church Hall 
 

October Meeting - CHANGE OF DATE -  

Monday 19th October  

Lunch at 11.30am, then travel to the Ashburton  

Event Centre - "Those Were the Days" 

Afternoon Tea at Alison and Colinôs Place 

More information at the September Meeting 
 

Dorothy  302 2823 

Rakaia Fitkidz Dates  
 

Preschoolers, Parents/Caregivers  

You are welcome at Fitkidz  

For fun, games, songs, exercises  

morning tea & friendships  

Cost 50c per child  

 

Venue:  St. Andrew's Church Hall   

Time:  10.30am 

September Dates:  Tuesday 1st   

    Monday 7th   

    Tuesday 15th  

    Tuesday 22nd  

    Tuesday 29th  

 

For more information  

Contact:  Lillian ph 303 5240  

  Dorothy ph 302 2823  
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Professional Property Management 
 

Benefits of working with us include the following: 

 

Over 50 yearsô experience 

All areas covered 

$15 million of property currently under management 

Our service is totally tax deductible 

Rates start from only 7.5% + GST 

 
 

Contact McGregor Real Estate Ltd 

MREINZ ph: 308 6173 

Operating 
2 x 14 ton wheeled 
diggers 
Bobcat 
Tip Truck 
Pole & Post Hole 
Borer 

G Cameron Contracting Ltd  

 
 

Available for: 
Water Race Cleaning 
Irrigation Race Cleaning 
Irrigation Trenching 
Trenching 
Soakholes 
Clamshell Holes 
Calf Sheds Cleaned 
Sheep Yards Cleaned 
Rootraking 
Gorse & Hedge Removal 
Landscaping 
Driveways 
Compactor 
General Farm Work 

Contact Graeme on 
021 888 084 or a/h 03 303 5128  

DOCTORôS DIARY  
 o s t e o p a t h 

will davie BSc(Hons) DO(UK) MOSNZ 
appointments 03 303 5002 

registered osteopath 

 ACC treatment provider 

adults, children, babies 
Gentle and effective treatment for the whole body. 
No referral necessary.  Available every Tuesday 
Rakaia Medical Centre, Elizabeth Ave, RAKAIA 

 

Healthline Ph No 0800-611-116 

 

Only 6 more weeks to go for the FREE Flu Vaccines so if 

you are registered here and would like to take advantage of 

this please ring Reception and make an appointment. 

 

Immigration Medicals are done by the Doctors here at the 

Medical Centre.  They take up a double appointment so 

please ring early if you need one.  With these appointments 

we need to have payment the day before you see the Doctor. 

 

We have just had Rakaia Medical Centre Magnets made for 

all our patients so please feel free to call in and pick one up.  

These are FREE and have our phone number on as well as 

the Healthline number.  Very handy to keep on your fridge or 

close to your phone.  

 

Kenacort/Cortisone ï because this is a specialised treatment 

we are having to put our fees up for this injection.  If this 

treatment is for an ACC problem, the fee will be slightly 

cheaper. 

 

We have the House of Hearing coming on Monday 28th 

September if anyone needs an appointment.  They will do 

Hearing Tests, Wax Removal and Hearing Aids for all ages.  

If you need an appointment please ring Reception and they 

will make one for you. 

 

Everyone Overindulges from time to time, but emotional 

eating triggered by stressful situations leads you away from 

healthy eating habits.  If a stressful work day has you 

reaching into the cupboard, go for a brisk walk, call a friend 

or take a long hot bath.  Find an alternative behaviour that 

works for you and practise, practise, practise. 

 

Rakaia Medical Centre 

A/H: (03) 303 5194 

Mobile: (021) 0752180 
 

Properties needed 

ñURGENTLYò 

I have genuine buyers 

looking for properties in 

Rakaia. 
List your property with  Deborah 

now and experience the difference. 

Your local company, with a local 

agent. 

Deborah 

Roberts 

Your local 

Rakaia Sales 

Consultant 
 

 

OPEN HOME 
 

Sat 29th Aug 10.30-11.00am 

9 Rolleston Street 

3 bedroom home on 1012m2 

section.  Open plan living, kitchen 

and dining.  Double garage.  Log 

burner on wet back 

 

$189,000 
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Funding Applications are now being 

invited from Groups and Organisations 

for financial assistance from the 

Ashburton District Councilôs Annual 

Grant, School Holiday Programme and 

Heritage Grant Schemes. 

 

ANNUAL GRANT SCHEME  

Council will prioritise applications on the following basis: 

Development of indoor and outdoor facilities 

Purchase and or replacement of equipment 

New Initiatives 

A total of $35,000 is available for distribution, with the 

maximum individual grant being $5,000. 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES  

Non profit organisations or groups based in the Ashburton 

District are invited to apply for financial assistance towards 

running School Holiday Programmes. 

A total of $3,000 is available for distribution, with a 

maximum amount of $250 for the two week holiday periods 

and $750 for the Christmas holiday period available to each 

applicant. 

HERITAGE GRANT SCHEME  

Funding is available for projects which: 

Relate to heritage items that are scheduled Category 

A in the District Plan 

Provide for specialized maintenance in order to retain 

the heritage status of the item 

 

Application forms and criteria for each scheme are available 

from the Councilôs website www.ashburtondc.govt.nz/

community/funding+grants and from the Council office: 

 

Ashburton District Council 

5 Baring Square West 

P O Box 94 

ASHBURTON 7740 

 

For further enquiries contact the Community Services 

Officer, Vikki Prendergast. 

 

APPLICATIONS CLOSE 5.00 PM ON MONDAY 31 
AUGUST 2009 

APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL 

ASSISTANCE ï COUNCIL GRANT 

SCHEMES 

 

 Bridal Wear *Buy or Hire 
 Dress Maker/Tailor to suit your needs *Wedding Dresses 
 Alterations & Repairs *Formal & Cocktail Dresses 
 Protective Crop Tops made that stops hair & wool getting into the 
 body, great for shed hands and hair stylists. 

Phone Penny: 03 302 7121  Cell: 027 555 3861 

SEW WHAT CLOTHING 

RAKAIA  GARDEN CLUB  REPORT 
 
 

On Monday August 10th the club held its 

monthly gathering. Our speakers were 

Bonsai experts Beverly & Alan Van, 

winners of a Gold award at the Ellerslie 

Flower Show. Beverley talked about the 

history and the difference between the 

Chinese style which is more informal and 

the Japanese which is more stylized using 

wire. Any tree can be used and the most 

difficult can be some of the New Zealand 

ones like the manukau. New Zealand plants are tried because 

they have generally small evergreen leaves. Alanôs favourite 

among their examples brought was the Beech tree. The fruit 

and flower of a bonsai tree remains the same size of the 

normal trees and that can be stressful to the bonsais. Also 

stressed bonsai get normal sized bugs so keeping them 

healthy is of great importance. Branches and roots are 

trimmed regularly even the mature specimens get a trim and 

are repotted every two years. 

                                                                                                                                                               

There are 10 basic styles such as upright, semi cascade, 

windswept, forest planting, twin trunk, 45 degree angle. The 

Vans also have devised their own pots, wide and shallow with 

gauze covered drain holes. But for beginners, they suggested 

get a large Juniper seedling, cut out and clip extra foliage, and 

wire to an upright shape. Leave it in the tall pot for many 

months before clipping the roots and putting in a bonsai pot. 

 

The speakers were fluent and clear and made the art sound 

easy but Alan Van did add that it took him a good seven years 

before he felt really confident with his bonsais. 

 

Competitions.                                                                                                                          

Decorative: 1st R Jackson                                                                                                                    

Flowering Shrub: 1st J Evans, 2nd C Perry                                                                                           

 Bloom over 5cm: 1st C Perry, 2nd P Dolan                                                                                    

Bloom of the month: 1st J Evans                                                                                                                   

Bloom under 5cms: 1st P Dolan, 2nd J Evans, 3rd  C Perry                                                                           

Cluster: 1st C Perry, 2nd P Dolan, 3rd J Evans                                                                                   

Produce: 1st P Dolan 

 

Next meeting: Sept 14th Monday 2pm at the Community 

Centre. Speaker topic, ñMy experience with horticultureò. 

Mini Daffodil Show.                                                                                  

 All welcome. 

CARRS CHIMNEY CLEANING  

 

Servicing Rakaia  

and surrounding areas  

 

Phone Rodney on 03 324 2999  

and leave a message  

http://www.ashburtondc.govt.nz/community/funding+grants
http://www.ashburtondc.govt.nz/community/funding+grants
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Our next live band  
 

ñTOUR OF DUTYò 
 

now a four piece band  
 

SATURDAY 5 TH  SEPTEMBER  
FROM 8 -30PM  

 

Product info 

WAFFLE BARS 
 

ñOur exclusive waffle bar simmering wax 
squares, formulated from high quality waxes 
and innovative fragrances provides hours of 

home fragrancingò 
 

Each pack contains 8 blocks, simply break 
off and put in your tea light or electric 

burner.  When you feel like a change, simply 
let the wax go cold and pop it out.  No 

mess, no fuss. 
 

Over 40 different fragrances at $7.50ea 
 

This weekôs top picks: Red Hot Cinnamon, 
Sweet Lemon, Teak& Sandalwood, Sugared 

Pear 

Available from Country Manor 
72 Elizabeth Avenue  

RAKAIA  

 

WANTED 
 

Mature, Responsible, 

Reliable and Trustworthy 
Woman  

 
Able to Cat/Kitten/house 

sit in Rakaia. 

 
May be required to live in 

for brief periods and must  
be good with cats & 

kittens 

 
FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION  

 
CONTACT 
HELEN ON  

03 302 -7979  
(Evenings)  

FOUND 
On Wednesday 19th August 

a Black Labrador 

 

PHONE: 302 7033 
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Established 1872 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Hosts Peter & Lara 
 

Å Bar Å Restaurant 

Å Accommodation 
Å Pokies  Å TAB 

 

Restaurant Hours 
Sunday - Thursday 6.00pm - 8.00pm 
Friday and Saturday 6.00pm - 9.00pm 

 
Special Menu Mondays - Pizza & Roast 

Telephone: 302 7058 

Adrianôs Tiling 
New Homes & Renovations 

KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, FLOORS etc 
Book in now 

Ph. 03-324-3125  

WW-AG12 REMOVAL OF 

STANDING GRASS AT 

RAKAIA WASTEWATER 

TREATMENT PLANT ï 

ACTON ROAD, RAKAIA  

 
Tenders are invited for the removal (sale) of standing grass at 

the Rakaia Wastewater Treatment Plant ï Acton Road, 

Rakaia.  The Acton Road site is the land disposal area for the 

Rakaia wastewater treatment and disposal facilities. This 

contract includes standing grass from approximately 18 

hectares of pasture irrigated with treated wastewater. 

 

Documents are available from the Ashburton District 

Council, 5 Baring Square West, PO Box 94, Ashburton.  All 

inquiries should be directed to Maree McNally, Water 

Services Assets Information Officer - Phone (03) 307 7739, 

Fax (03) 308 1836. 

 

Tenders close with the Chief Executive, Ashburton District 

Council, 5 Baring Square West, Ashburton, at 4.00pm on 

Friday, 11 September 2009. 
 

The highest or any tender not necessarily accepted. 

 

R S ROUSE 

Operations Manager  

Abel Electrical  
2201 Highway 1, RD11, Rakaia  

 

 Commercial  Industrial  Domestic  
 Reg. Inspector Installation & Repairs  Caravans 
 

Ph: 302 7139 
Rakaia 

The term is flying by so quickly. Our children have been busy 

bug hunting, bug making at the collage and we are going to 

setup an inside worm farm so we can watch and learn all 

about worms. Itôs amazing how much creativity emerges 

when the children have a range of material to work with and 

something in their minds to make. This has extended to the 

record player spinning wheel where we created lots of 

amazing pictures last week. Paddy was especially keen on 

this activity. Once he had his turn it was very hard to wait for 

another. Iôm not sure if it was the painting or the fact that it 

was something spinning around that intrigued him. 
 

We also had a great session in the sandpit where all the 

children co-operatively made a big volcano together using 

spades, diggers, trucks and wheelbarrows. Aisling suggested 

this activity so it was her choice of colour for our volcano ï 

being pink. Once finished the children all helped get the 

ingredients needed to make our volcano work. Excitedly but 

very patiently they sat around the outside and took turns with 

teaspoons to put in some baking soda in the cup of pink paint. 

The vinegar was then poured in to send the reaction fizzing 

out of the cup and down the side of our volcano. The children 

were in awe and wanted to do it again. A group activity like 

this leads to so much learning for the children. 
 

Our music is going well with the children asking for songs to 

be put on the CD player and are becoming confident to join 

in. The parachute has also been popular and fun. 

Jenese Houston 
 

P.s.   Never let your fears hold you back from pursuing your 

hopes and dreams. 

RAKAIA  PLAYCENTRE  NEWS 

No one can make you feel inferior without 
your permission.  ~~  Eleanor Roosevelt 

RAKAIA PLAYCENTRE FUNDRAISER ï GREEN MELON 

FAMILY PORTRAITS  
 

Professional photographer will be at Rakaia Playcentre 

SATURDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 

You pay only $10.00 and get a 10òx13ò quality colour or black and 

white photo. This is open to anyone in the community. All you pay is 

$10.00 and Playcentre benefits.  
 

If you want to book a photo sitting please phone Christine Griffiths 

Ph. 03 3254676 or call into Playcentre to fill out your coupon. 



 

Rakaia News, 28th August 2009, Issue 302  Page 7 

 
 
 
 

Agricultural Engineers - Irrigation Specialists  
Manufacturers of ˓ Chisel Ploughs ˓ Heavy Duty 

Cultivators ˓ Landrollers ˓ Square Bale Feeders  

˓ Effluent Irrigators & Systems ˓ Enviro Saucers 

 

FREEPHONE 0800 758 257  

 PEST PROBLEMS? 
We are here to solves them for you! 

Spiders, Rodents, Borer, Grain Silos, Silicone Sealing & Moss 
Treatment. 

Ashburton Pest Control  Contact:  AJ KERR  Regd. Pest Controller 

Member of Pest Management Association of NZ PH: 308 8147 or  027 432 5447 

A V IEW  FROM  THE  SOUTH  

 

Learn to:  
 

Meditate 
Balance Chakras 
Ground 
Cleanse 
Protection 
Work with Crystals  

       And moreé. 

Limited to 4 people.  Once a 
week, Wednesdays from 7.00pm 
to 8.30pm, Rakaia. For 4 weeks. 
$70 Includes free book.  
Start September 2nd. 
 

Phone Karen: 03 302 7008  
                        021 027 85017 

Development Classes  

Also available for Chakra balancing and readings,  
call for appointment times. 

HOME WANTED  
 

Two 5 month old pedigree Bombay kittens  
desperately seeking a safe and loving new home  

preferably together  
Both are fit and active, have good appetites and 

are trained to use their litter bins.  
They will be free to the right owner but will have 

restrictions. 

If you are interested then contact  

Helen ð03 302 7979 (evenings)  

The Mediaé 

 

You know the power of the media is an awesome thing. We 

love to hate them, yet we depend on them so much. I mean if 

your morning paper somehow mysteriously fails to appear on 

the front lawn, where itôs borne everydayéwe go into 

complete lock down. We look over at the neighbourôs house 

to make sure they too havenôt got theirs, we think about how 

we may have upset the bloke who delivers them, or simply 

think the town has gone into some sort of LA riot state of 

social upheaval which can be the only explanation for no 

paper delivery. 

 

TV news is as kiwi as you can get. I mean we almost had a 

National State Funeral when TV one gave Richard and Judy 

the flick. We have even named Judy the ñMother of the 

Nationò for whatéreading the news and bringing every 

world disaster into our homes at 6pm each night. Celebrities, 

top sports people, business and Government rely heavily on 

the media. It is a very strange and powerful tool nonetheless, 

and a lot of damage can be caused and controlled by the 

media, who in the first instance used to create it. Politicians 

should be the masters of it, but not many can tame it and thus 

have fallen because of it. Winston is a great example of this 

point ï he knew how to use it but eventually it sunk him.  

 

Here in our metropolis (Have you seen the traffic on the 

round-a-bout @ 5pm lately) of Rakaia we have our own little 

media powerhouse. The Rakaia News. I mean Iôve only 

written a few articles in here but look at the response. Iôve 

attracted the attention of the government in the way of 

National treating this so called recession ï and now we have 

a MPôs column. Iôve attracted the attention of our Roading 

people about the potholes ï and now they keep filling them 

up. Iôm not one to boast but the proof is in the pudding.  

The Tui Beer Guru & Rakaia News are pretty good media 

tools ï getting your message out I say! 

 

 

In the words of a Great Beer Guru ï Iôve just won Lottoé 

 

 

 

 

 

Yeah Right (I hope this one works) 



 

Rakaia News, 28th August 2009, Issue 302  Page 8 

OPPORTUNITIES  FOR ASHBURTON YOUTH   
 

Young people in Ashburton are being backed today by a 

group of local leaders launching a campaign to get Ashburton 

businesses and community groups on board with the Youth 

Opportunities scheme.   

 

Led by Rangitata MP Jo Goodhew, Ashburton District 

Council Mayor Bede OôMalley, Grow Mid Canterbury CEO 

Rob Brawley, and Ashburton Safer Community Council 

Manager Kevin Clifford, the group will be approaching the 

Ashburton community over the next few weeks. 

 

ñThis is a great opportunity for unemployed young people in 

Mid Canterbury,ò said Rangitata MP, Jo Goodhew. 

 

ñThe Youth Opportunities Package announced by the Prime 

Minister earlier this month will help create new work, 

education and training opportunities for unemployed young 

people in Ashburton.  

 

ñThis will help strengthen the ladder of opportunity for young 

people,ò said Ms Goodhew.  

 

Young people (aged 18-24) all over New Zealand are finding 

it three times harder to get work.   

 

ñA job is more than just a pay cheque. Employment gives 

young people a sense of community and belonging, while 

also encouraging them to sets goals and develop aspirations 

for themselves and their community,ò says Ashburton District 

Council Mayor, Bede OôMalley. 

 

ñThis is a win-win situation for Ashburton,ò said Grow Mid 

Canterbury CEO, Rob Brawley.   

 

ñI invite Ashburton businesses and community groups to get 

involved,ò said Mr Brawley. 

 

ñYouth Employment is, and should be, a key focus of our 

community. At the end of the day the future of our 

community is in the hands of our youth,ò says Ashburton 

Safer Community Council Manager Kevin Clifford. 

 

Those seeking more information about the Youth 

Opportunities Package should contact Jo Goodhewôs 

electorate office on 03 308 7510, or if you have a new work 

opportunity for a young person, please contact Russell 

Woods at the WINZ Ashburton office on 03 908 0450. 

YOUTH  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITIES  ï 

OPEN LETTER  FROM  ASHBURTON DISTRICT  

MAYOR , RANGITATA  M.P. AND COMMUNITY  & 

BUSINESS LEADERS 
We all know it is more difficult to find jobs but for young 

people aged 16-24 it is 3 times as hard. They need our help. 
 

Why should we help?  
 

Aside from the fact that they need our help they are our 

children, nephews, grand children, neighboursô children and 

friendôs children.  
 

Productive employment gives young people a sense of 

community belonging and encourages them to sets goals and 

develop aspirations for themselves and their community. 
 

Youth Employment is, and should be, a key focus of our 

community. At the end of the day the future of our 

community is in the hands of our youth. 

How can you help in the current economic environment? 

Even if a business cannot currently afford to employ extra 

staff there may be assistance available that could make the 

difference for a young person. 

The Government has recently announced a Youth 

Opportunities Package to create new work, education and 

training opportunities for unemployed young. These 

initiatives include direct financial assistance. 

Programmes include:  

A $5,000 subsidy to the employer for a 6 month job   

 placement  ï Job Ops 

Subsidies to provide jobs for young people for up to 6 

 months in community programmes ï  Community 

 Max 

Assistance to provide jobs for young people on 

 national cycleway projects ï National Cycleway 

Summer research scholarships for university students 

ï  Summer Scholarships 

A range of educational support packages 

These programmes are in addition to existing employment 

support schemes such as Skills Investment Subsidy which is 

a payment to cover an employeeôs training and/or wages. The 

aim is to provide them with permanent work in your business. 

What should you do next? If you would like further 

information you can speak to Russell Woods, Work Broker at 

Ashburton Community Link:     Phone:  03 908 0450. 

Email:  russell.woods006@msd.govt.nz        Or phone the 

Work and Income Employer Line: 0800 778 008 

We strongly encourage you to act quickly. There is a good 

opportunity to access financial assistance now but we are competing 

with other parts of the country. 

Whoever undertakes to set himself up as a judge of Truth  

and Knowledge is shipwrecked by the laughter of the Gods. 

                                                ~~  Albert Einstein   

mailto:russell.woods006@msd.govt.nz
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Ph:03 303 3093.  sales@methvenrealestate.co.nz.  www.methvenrealestate.co.nz 

Country Manor 
Exquisite furniture gifts & homeware 

 
 

 

Pre - orders are being taken as some designs are very limited 
   This seasonõs stock - 40% off selected styles - while stocks last 

 
SPOIL YOURSELF OR FIND THAT PERFECT GIFT FOR A SPECIAL DAY 

 
 

 

 

OJðMartin Dodson 
Property Consultant & 
Property Management 

 

0800 12 19 19 

150 MICHAEL ST 
3 bedrooms, heat pump, great 
rental investment or family 
home $200,000 

List and sell with  OJ In  Rakaia  

Call now to hear about homes for Sale  

or Rental Property Management  

SOLD 105 Dunford Street  
          SOLD 

**** Art Style - summer range here soon *** 

72 Elizabeth Avenue, Rakaia ï Next to ATS 

Opening hours : Monday ï Friday 9am ï 5pm 

Saturdays 10am ï 2pm 

Phone : 303 5154 or country.manor@live.com 
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SuperGold Card holders 
50% OFF* 

Hearing Tests.* 

Wax removal.* 

Hearing Aids.* 

Audiologist ð Soren Thompson  
in your area 28th September 2009  

RAKAIA MEDICAL CENTRE  
0800 333 606  
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As part of the continuing beautification and improvement of Rakaia, the Rakaia Community Association is conducting a survey of street lighting 
in the township.  If you feel that your street is badly lit and needs more lights, please send full details of the location to news@rakaia.co.nz  
 

Please remember that if an existing streetlight is not working, you should contact Ashburton District Council with a service request, or use the 
Fix A Gram form. 

FIX -A-GRAM  
A handy way of advising your council of any problem  

To complete the coupon please:  
 

- Fill in the details of your name, address and phone number so we can keep you informed.  
 

- Tick the box which best describes the problem.  
 

- Tell us the location of the problem.  
 

- Post FIX-A-GRAM to Ashburton District Council, Private Bag 94, Ashburton, or drop it in to your nearest ADC office.  
 

Note: Urgent matters should be phoned straight away to your Council on 307 7700  
 

Nameéééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé Phoneééééééééééééééé Dateééé.. 

 
Address ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
 
Type of Problem 

 

Pothole  Vandalism  Hazardous Trench  Litter/Rubbish  Blocked Gutter/Drain  

Loose Gravel  Poor Water Quality  Dangerous Trees  Inadequate Street Lighting  Playground Safety  

Loose Manhole  Abandoned Vehicle  Street Light Out  Traffic Signs Damaged  Excessive Noise  

Dangerous Kerb  Poor Road Marking  Water Leaking  Traffic Signs Obscured  Dog Nuisance  

Putting Patients First                   

Patients should be at the centre of all health services. Whether 

youôve got a broken bone, the winter flu, or a baby on the way, itôs 

important you get the care you need.  

 

I know through speaking with many of you how important you feel 

it is that our health system is working in a way that gives you 

confidence when you or your families require its services. 

 

The National-led Government inherited a public health system with 

significant staffing, service and financial problems. While the health 

budget doubled in nine years, there was little improvement in 

services.  

 

This is unacceptable so we asked some of the most experienced 

doctors and managers in the health sector to recommend how to best 

improve our public health system.  

 

The independent groupôs report recognises that to improve frontline 

health services we need more input from frontline staff. There are 

also recommendations to strengthen clinical leadership and clinical 

networks. Itôs vital that our doctors and nurses are involved in 

running the health system.  

 

The report proposes consolidating back office functions across the 

21 District Health Boards to harness the power of bulk buying. We 

donôt need 21 payrolls, 21 approaches to IT, and 21 procurement 

systems.  

It also proposes cutting by two thirds the number of committees that 

advise the Health Ministry. 

 

The Government will not accept anything that increases bureaucracy 

and takes resources away from frontline health services. Weôre 

going to do whatôs best for patients.   

 

Weôll ensure District Health Boards have the same autonomy 

theyôve always had to plan and fund local health services within the 

Governmentôs priorities.  

 

We want your feedback ï people should write to the Health 

Ministerôs office by 18 September. I would encourage you to have 

your say.  Address your letters to the Minister of Health, C/- 

Parliament Buildings, Wellington. Cabinet will consider the reportôs 

recommendations over the next couple of months.  

 

National is committed to delivering better, sooner, more convenient 

healthcare for you and your family. To do this, weôre building a 

strong and enduring public health system based on need.  

 

Just as families and businesses are tightening their belts and 

economising in the current economic times, the health system needs 

to do the same.  But this wonôt be done at the expense of frontline 

services. 

 

We need to deliver greater efficiency and productivity, so we need 

to take suggestions that could deliver that seriously. Any savings we 

make in health will be reinvested into health. 

 

Your health, and the health of your family, is an important priority 

for National. We are committed to putting patients first and building 

a healthier future for all New Zealanders.  

MP For Rangitata 
Jo Goodhew 

COMMUNICATING  WITH  YOUR MP 

mailto:news@rakaia.co.nz
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Talk to the Chapmanôs Team  
David, Peter, Chris or Janis 

For your requirements  

 

MOTORCYCLE WORKSHOP  
 

 MX and dirt bike performance work.  
 All brands, all work carried out.  
 Major mechanical work.  
 Motor Cross clothing. 
 Race development. 
 Servicing. 

MOTOR VEHICLE  WORKSHOP  
 

 All mechanical repairs.  

 Large range of tyres. 
 All servicing. 
 WOFs. 
 
 Talk to David for your all 
 your vehicle needs. 

IN STOCK NOW  

A full range in stock, 
from Stockman to big 

Mules, lots of new 
models.  Talk to 

David about your 

requirements and 
needs.  
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JACKSON DIGGING LTD  
 

(for your smaller digging requirements) 
 

 Specialising in: 

  * calf shed cleaning * driveways 
 * site scrapes * foundations 
 * power, phone & water trenches 
 * section clearing *  tree & stump removal 
 * soak holes * water-race clearing 
 * cartage of soil & shingle supplies 
 

Free quotes 
 

 7 ton Tip Truck 
 4½ ton Kubota 

 

 For friendly and efficient service,  

 call Chris on 

 027 433 3173 
        Or  03 302 7116 

Tastebud Tantalisers 

Hearty beef stew. 
 

1 tbsp olive oil 
750 g stewing steak 

salt and pepper 
2 onions  
1 cup dry white wine 

2 tomatoes 

1 cups stock 

2 potatoes 

1 carrot 
2 bay leaves 
  

brown diced beef and put aside 

fry onions, add wine and chopped tomatoes, 
simmer 
add beef and stock 

simmer and reduce 

add peeled diced potatoes and carrots 

simmer for 1 hour 
  

serve with mash 

also perfect for the crockpot 
 

THIS WEEKôS RECIPE IS  
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY 

GOLDPINE  
 
 
 

See our marked down 
outdoor furniture specials. 

 
South Town Belt Road 

RAKAIA 
Phone: 03 302 7291 

 

RURAL TRANSPORT LTD  
Phone 308 4079 
For all Rural Cartage requirements 
including:  

 General Freight Bulk Grain  

 Fertiliser  Livestock  
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KTM Home 

Improvements  
 

@Home Alterations 
@Renovations 
@Kitchens 
@Bathrooms 
@Decks 
@Sheds 
@Painting/Plastering 

 

Phone Keith:  
027 274 9359 or 03 325 4452  

Phone/Fax : 03-308-3212 
Email computerman3@clear.net.nz   

28 Pages Road 
Allenton 

Ashburton 7700 

WARREN M JANETT 
Director/Manager 

 THE COMPUTERMAN LIMITED  

For All Repairs of Computers And Laptops. 

Sales Of New, Second Hand PCs & Laptops, 

As Well  Computer Peripherals & Software. 

Discussion continues in the media this week 

about the age of responsibility for a number of 

aspects of life. Many of these aspects relate to 

young people. There will be strong arguments 

made both in support of and against the 

proposals to raise the drinking age and the driving age. 

Regardless of our individual views on these matters, it is 

important for us as a society to examine the reasons for the 

proposed changes to legislation. There are many worrying 

trends for our young people that are emerging. Our 

politicians are responding to these concerns with suggestions 

of changes to the law. Whether such law changes will make 

the necessary difference on their own is a matter for debate. 

Doing nothing however should not be an alternative.  

We know on a daily basis that the education of too many of 

our young people is overshadowed by the social problems 

that they are caught up in. Binge drinking is a serious 

problem amongst young people. Drinking to become drunk  

happens too frequently. It is not new within New Zealand 

society but the age of those who are doing it and the ready 

availability of spirits as a drink of choice is very concerning. 

Young brains are not fully formed until 25. Some studies 

suggest that alcohol abuse can reduce memory by 10% and 

alcohol kills brain cells. During adolescence, the parts of the 

brain that are responsible for seeking pleasure mature sooner 

than the regions of the brain that control impulses and help 

careful decision making. This could be described as the 

teenage brain having a well-developed accelerator but only a 

partly developed brake! 

The lowering of the drinking age a few years ago has not 

helped the situation with alcohol in our country. The genie is 

now out of the lamp and putting it back will be difficult. But 

solutions must be found and responsibility must be taken by 

adults to protect our young people. The same applies to the 

problems there are around teenage driving. 

At present a 15 year old can earn the right to drive on the 

road, with supervision, with very little or no actual 

experience of driving on the highway. A learnerôs licence 

gives them the right to learn to drive. Driving a vehicle is a 

considerable responsibility; most of our 15 year olds, under 

adequate supervision and guidance are probably responsible 

enough to drive safely. A number of problems arise when 

they are on a restricted licence. This entitles them to drive 

themselves, without passengers within certain hours. Many 

young people will tell us quite clearly that they do not take 

this law seriously and that they are not afraid to take 

passengers on their restricted licence. The fine is not a 

sufficient deterrent. 

An individual 15 or 16 year old on a restricted licence may be 

thoughtful and serious about their driving. The risk factors 

increase exponentially when a group of young people are 

together in a vehicle with an inexperienced driver. An 

accident in June in Whangarei highlights these concerns. In 

this accident four 15 and 16 year old girls were being driven 

by another 16 year old who had a restricted licence. She lost 

control on a corner and rolled the car; she and two of the 

other girls walked away from the accident. The other two 

girls were killed. The accident happened in the early hours of 

the morning and the young people were not wearing seatbelts. 

The driver should not have been driving passengers and she 

should not have been on the road at all at this time. The police 

indicated that ódriver inexperienceô was the cause of the 

accident. The principal of their school said, "A lesson will be 

learned within their immediate group of friends very, very 

painfully. Sadly, it just happens time and time again." 

There are many questions that can be asked about this 

incident. Why did they need to be unsupervised in a vehicle at 

that hour of night? Why was a restricted driver at the wheel? 

What thought of the consequences did they have before they 

entered the vehicle? These are questions we all need to think 

about, as this type of situation happens too often. Whatever 

the politicians decide to do, something needs to happen to 

ensure that driving a vehicle is taken seriously by young 

people. 

Cathy Ewing 

Principal Mount Hutt College  

  Principalôs Column       The age of responsibility 
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RIVERSIDE @ RAKAIA VET CLINIC 
 

Open Monday to Friday 
9.00am to  4.00pm 

 

Small animal consults 
Wed and Fri, 11.30am-1.30pm 

By Appointment 
 

Ultrasound dental equipment 

Minor surgery 

Vaccinations 

Farm Vet Services 

Farm and small animal supplies 

Daily orders 

 

RIVERSIDE @ RAKAIA VET CLINIC 
74 Elizabeth Ave 

302 7931 

 

On Site hose fittings and Service 

Hydraulic systems installation and repairs 

Hydraulic Rams repairs 

Prompt, efficient service 

No job too big or small 
Valvoline Oil and Filters 

 

Workshop located at Bankside 
 

Phone Paul Florance 
021 439 660 
03 302 7153 

ACE HIGH PLUMBING  
 

For all your plumbing, gas fitting and drainage work.  

PHONE GRAEME 021 454 864  
 

Note: this is the correct number as last 

issue the number was printed incorrectly  

ENTERPRISE ASHBURTON REBRANDING  
 

Ashburton economic development agency Enterprise 

Ashburton has rebranded itself  ñGrow Mid Canterburyò to 

better reflect the fact it represents all of Mid Canterbury. 

 

According to its CEO there are 3 key reasons for this: 

1. The name more clearly reflects the agencyôs purpose 

 which is to work to benefit the economy of the wider 

 Ashburton District, commonly referred to as Mid 

 Canterbury 

2. It reflects the strong role agri-business plays in the 

 districtôs economy 

3. It is part of a process towards presenting a more 

 consistent marketing message from the district 

The agency is looking at a major promotional strategy for 

Mid Canterbury that would involve a coordinated approach 

by various groups within the community. The new name 

would tie in with this approach. The first step is the 

promotional booklet the agency is developing for the district. 

It is from the work on this booklet that the new brand was 

established.  

 

Grow Mid Canterbury will also be improving its website in 

the near future. 

 

Mr. Brawley explained that it had cost the agency nothing to 

rebrand and they had deliberately run their stationery down 

beforehand to avoid wastage. 

Rob Brawley 

CEO 

Enterprise Ashburton 

 

 
 

~ Commercial ~ Residential ~ Farms ~  
New Garden Design, 

General Garden Maintenance, 
Spraying & Lawn maintenance 

GERARD PAUL ELECTRICAL LTD 
Registered Electrical Contractor ECANZ member 

 
Servicing the Rakaia area for the last 25 years. 

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial 
 

Free quotes 
Phone: 03 302 7264 or 027 432 6004 

Email: g.paul@windowslive.com 


